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archer, clad in full armour and flying his own banner,
which bore a monkey emblem, was urging his chariot
at the head of a strong force in chase of the retreating
army of Duryodhan. In due time he overtook
them, forced them to stand and to fight, and with
boyish glee he entered into the battle, bending his
wonderful bow and rejoicing in the music which it
made. There was no further need for concealment,
and it was not long before Drona knew who was the
challenger who had checked the homeward course of
Duryodhan's army. " Well I know him/3 said the
old man in a ringing voice of pride, " and the sound
of his mighty bow would tell me above all the noise of
battle that Arjun was near. There is no need for the
monkey emblem to tell me that Arjun leads the foe/'

Then Arjun told Uttara, who was now acting as
his charioteer, to rein in the horses at a spot well
removed from the foe. " My arrows can searchfout
the mark from a distance/5 he said, " and my mark
is proud Duryodhan himself. If he falls, the battle
is ours and the army will retreat. I do not fight with
the rest, at least not on this occasion/'

Arjun's keen eye swept the field for a few moments.
" Duryodhan is not among the princes/' he said,
" he must be with the stolen cattle, and there I will
seek him." Then, under Arjun's direction, the
princely charioteer made a detour, leaving the main
army, and set out in the direction of the flying prince.
Before long Arjun overtook him, and in a short time
dispersed the guardians of the cattle, while Duryo-
dhan escaped to his friends. For the time Arjun had
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